Four cases are presented of patients who sustained blunt trauma to the epigastrium in a train crash. Two patients sustained a transected pancreas. The mechanism of injury is discussed.
INTRODUCTION
At 10-55 am on 4 December 1984 the Liverpool-Scarborough express collided with the rear of a stationary fuel train in Salford. The driver was killed and fire engulfed the first two carriages. Fortunately, no passengers were in that part of the train. Seventy-eight passengers sustained minor injury, and only four people required admission.
These four cases are presented. Davis et al., 1976; Henavejos et al., 1983) . These cases are of interest in that the mechanism of injury is the same (two patients sustaining a transected pancreas when forced over the tables). The train was travelling slowly (approximately 30 mph), having just left a station, when it was brought to an abrupt halt. It is interesting that a low velocity impact created enough force to deliver sufficient blunt injury to the abdomen to transect a pancreas. We must therefore conclude that the height and thickness of the tabletops in the train was an important factor in the pathology. 
